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Department of Furniture Design 
Symposium
Thursday & Friday
March 20 & 21, 2014
materiallessons.risd.edu
The Department of Furniture Design at Rhode Island School of Design is 
hosting a Symposium for the purposes of exploring the role of materials 
knowledge, research, critical making and engagement in expanding 
opportunities in art and design.
Department pedagogy reflects the belief that relationships between ideas 
and applied skills, knowledge building and the material world all feature in 
the social connectivity that is central to effective practice.  With a focus on 
objects, the curriculum encourages diverse work in 
the broad area of human scale experience.
Through a series of events, workshops and discussions 
including students, faculty and guests, we propose a 
unique and engaging experience.
Free and open to the RISD community and the public.
space is limited to register contact:
Marilyn Grear, Department Coordinator
furniture@risd.edu
401 454 6102
THURSDAY, MARCH 20
8:30am - 9:00am
Opening Refreshments 
Chace Center, RISD Museum
9:00am - 10:00am
Introduction & Opening Remarks
Metcalf Auditorium, Chace Center, RISD Museum 
10:00am - 12:00pm
Session I: Critique
Prov-Wash, Room 237
12:00pm - 1:00pm
Lunch Break
1:00pm - 3:30pm
Session II: Workshops
various locations
 3:30pm - 5:00pm
Session III: Objects & Materials
Materials Resource Center, RISD Library
5:00pm - 6:00pm
Gallery Night
RISD Museum
6:00pm - 9:00pm
Graduate Student Exhibition Opening
Sol Koffler Gallery, CIT Building
FRIDAY, MARCH 21
8:30am - 9:00am
Opening Refreshments 
Chace Center, RISD Museum
9:00am - 10:30am
Session I: Practice
Metcalf Auditorium, Chace Center, RISD Museum 
10:30am - 12:00pm
Session II: Engagement
Metcalf Auditorium, Chace Center, RISD Museum 
 
12:00pm - 1:00pm
Lunch Break
1:00pm - 1:30pm
Drawing: Mind to Hand
Danforth Room, RISD Museum
1:30pm - 3:00pm
Session III: Pedagogy
Metcalf Auditorium, Chace Center, RISD Museum
3:00pm - 4:30pm
Session IV: Reflections & Keynote Address
Metcalf Auditorium, Chace Center, RISD Museum
4:30pm - 5:30pm
Closing Reception
Chace Center, RISD Museum
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